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FLY HEIGHT ADJUSTED SWEEP CYCLE 
FOR A DISC DRIVE 

Abstract of the Disclosure 
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A method of reducing read/write head wear and disc wear through 
controlling fly height of the read/write head to improve reliability of a disc drive is 
disclosed. Absent data transfer operations, a fly height adjusted sweep cycle 
routine executes a sweep cycle sub-routine that positions the read/write head at an 

1 0 inner most data track, lowers the fly height of the read/write head and performs a 
seek to the outer most data track to sweep debris from a recording surface and then 
raises the fly height above an operating fly height for the read/write head, oscillates 
the read/write head to dislodge debris accumulated on the read/write head and 
holds the read/write head at the raised fly height while awaiting a new data transfer 

15 operation. 
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